
Acknowledgements 

The Characteristics of Successful Districts was initially developed after reviewing the available literature on district support for improved school 
and student performance. In August of 2005, a workgroup of team members from seven Wisconsin school districts developed the indicators for 
each characteristic. The draft rubric was then used by these districts to conduct a Self-Assessment of efforts to support their low-performing 
schools. The final version contained in this book is the result of their feedback and the expertise of various stakeholder groups across the state. 
The workgroup was comprised of the following individuals, who served in the roles listed below at the time that this document was produced. 
 
We thank these educators for their professional insights and contributions to the development of this set of rubrics. 

 
School District of Beloit  

Jeanne Chernik-Krueger, 2nd grade Educator, Robinson Elementary  

Kitty Flammang, Manager, Educational Programs and Professional 
Development 

Alice Olson, Supervisor of State and Federal Programs 

Tracy Stevenson-Olson, Educational Programs Manager 

Green Bay Area Schools 

Mark Allen, Assessment/Extended Learning Teacher 

Nick Dussault, Executive Director of Program Implementation/ 
Accountability 

Mary Pfeiffer, Executive Director of Instruction 

Karen VandeSande, Executive Director of Instruction 

Kenosha Unified School District 

Maggie Sneed, Language Arts/Reading K-5 Teacher Consultant 

Sonya Stephens, Executive Director of Educational Accountability 

Dan Tenuta, Principal, Reuther Central High School 

Milt Thompson, Director of Title I/P-5 

Dan Weyrauch, Principal, Durkee Elementary 

Madison Metropolitan School District 

Susan Abplanalp, Assistant Superintendent, Elementary 

Jennifer Allen, Elementary Lead Principal 

Jane Belmore, Retired Assistant Superintendent, Elementary 

Kurt Kiefer, Coordinator of Research and Evaluation 

Pam Nash, Assistant Superintendent, Secondary 

Mary Ramberg, Director of Teaching and Learning 



Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 2 

Acknowledgements, continued

Menominee Indian School District 

Dan Hinkfuss, Director of Special Education 

Chuck Raasch, Principal, Menominee Indian High School 

Wendell Waukau, Superintendent 

Marcia Wittrock, EEN Program Support Teacher 

Milwaukee Public Schools 

Susan Apps, Director of Leadership Support 

Shannon Gordon, ESEA Implementation and Compliance Manager 

Jeff Krupar, Administrative Specialist, School Leadership Services 

Deb Lindsey, Director of Assessment and Accountability 

Racine Unified School District 

Angela Apmann, Principal, Julian Thomas Elementary School 

Richard Fornal, Title I Director 

Dan Halvorsen, Assistant Principal, Mitchell Middle School 

Dona Sens, Area I Superintendent 

Robert Wilhelmi, Principal, Mitchell Middle School 

Cooperative Educational Service Agencies 
 
Gary Albrect, Administrator, CESA 2 
 
Maria Chesley Fisk, Educational Consultant, CESA 1 
 
Bob Kellogg, Administrator, CESA 8 
 
Judy Sargent, School Improvement Services Director, CESA 7 
 
 
Department of Public Instruction 
 
Bette Achtor, Educational Consultant, Title I/Comprehensive School 
Reform 
 
Meri Annin, Graphic Designer, Educational Information Services 
 
Cathy Caro-Bruce, Educational Consultant, Office of Educational 
Accountability (OEA) 
 
Molly Garner, Educational Consultant, OEA 
 
Maxine Hough, Director, Title I 
 
Mary Kleusch, Assistant Director, OEA 
 
Beth McClure, Educational Consultant, OEA 
 
Berland Meyer, Educational Consultant, OEA 
 
Judy Peppard, Director, Teacher Education, Professional Devt 
 
Soumary Vongrassamy, Program Assistant, OEA 

 


